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In June 2008, an International Vocabulary of Metrology (VIM) was published on the website of the Bureau International de Poids et Mesures in Paris-Sèvres, our official guardian of  measurement units according to an international Diplomatic Treaty, signed in 1875. See www.bipm.org/en/publications/guides/vim.html 
The purpose of this VIM is to facilitate the intercontinental exchange of measurement results carried out world-wide on different geographical locations and at different moments in time. It has been approved by eight international organisations. 

Now the terms covering these concepts can be correctly translated in other languages because their meaning has been fixed. Especially chemical measurement results can now be described in a way which is commonly understood everywhere by all who perform and use them. This is especially important when large amounts of money may be involved (the value of goods, especially food and drinks). The very import into big trading blocks such as the EU, is increasingly permitted or refused on the basis of chemical measurements. Similarly, the comparability and equivalence of clinical measurement results can now be established as they are becoming very important for so many people travelling the world, either for business or for leisure. 

It is important to understand that countries using other languages than English, do realize that they are at a considerable disadvantage over countries where English is spoken. And, also, that countries using English as common language, have not yet fully realized that they are at a considerable advantage over countries where other languages are spoken. 

“To prevent war, be very precise in your speaking”

[Kongfutze  551-479 B.C.]
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